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Mr. Chairman and commission members, last week you heard a proposal to 

define an optimal population for Albemarle County.  Your challenge, it 

would seem, would be to consider the validity of the case made for 

determining this arbitrary lucky number of permitted future residents.  

Foreseeing the future has been the goal and claim of many, ranging from 

scientists, economists, to magicians and charlatans.  The historical record 

is strewn with the wreckage of their failed attempts.  The economic 

meltdown of 2008 is just one such example…an example of a “Black Swan” 

event.   

To view the future population growth of our County/City as a problem to be 

managed typifies the Malthusian view of people as a drain on a social and 

economic Utopia.  Who gets to decide the make-up of that Utopia?  Once 

the parameters are decided upon by the ruling class and friends, the others 

get to be managed.  The founder of the Sierra Club, John Muir, set the 

standard by his example of forcing out the native Miwok Indians out of 

Yosemite state park once he had built his own personal cabin there. 

Economist Julian Simon had a much more positive world view on 

population growth.  He won the bet with Paul “Population Bomb” Ehrlich 

that future resources would become cheaper, not ever more expensive. 

Two of his books “The Ultimate Resource” and “Ultimate Resource 2” both 

presented evidence to look upon increasing human populations as the 

“ultimate resource” by which society develops and improves outcomes for 

all. 

At a recent Albemarle County BOS meeting, a member of the public made 

a presentation designed to illustrate that the US is running out of oil, and 

that US 29 would better serve as a multi-lane bikeway, devoid of private 

cars.  Yet that same week, the Wall Street Journal carried a lead headline 

“US Redraws World Oil Map…Shale Boom Puts America on Track to 

Surpass Saudi Arabia in Production by 2020.”    This unforeseen event 

completely changes plans predicated on oil shortages. 
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The future is unknowable and attempts to micromanage every aspect of the 

citizens and their rightful property use routinely fail to achieve the goal of a 

more reasoned view of conservation and human endeavor coexistence.  

Biodiversity is a popular planning buzz-word.  Do you realize that experts in 

the field do not know how many species there are by orders of magnitude?  

Undertaking biodiversity surveys, assuming that they are valid, merely 

gives a moment-in-time snapshot of that complex living world.  Who is to 

say that that moment represents some biological optimum, deserving of 

preservation as an inviolate biological state to the exclusion of a human 

presence, and enforced by planning edicts and regulations?  Nature is ever 

changing according to its own rhythm and challenges. 

During your meeting here last week, a number of those in the audience 

were waiting to hear from you a definition of “performance standards” and 

“texting amendments.”  Committee actions give the appearance of allowing 

certain activities, while kicking the “cans and can-not’s” down the road of 

future undefined regulations.  Who sets the “performance standards” and 

are they subject public review and modification? 

As the County Planning staff wage their regulatory war on the citizens of 

the rural areas, please consider backing off from trying to micro-manage 

every conceivable “what if” of citizen behavior.  You set yourselves up for 

an endless regression of laws which never quite cover that unanticipated, 

unique case.  

Please set your planning objectives broadly, and let our established system 

of legal redress sort things out on an individualized basis. 

 

Thank you, 

Charles Battig, MD 
Albemarle County 
 


