
Resolution to Protect Citizen’s Property Rights 

The undersigned and their successors  consisting of the elected Albemarle 

County Board of Supervisors, Albemarle County Planning Staff, Albemarle  

County Planning Commission, and any other agency  officially engaged to 

create planning programs for Albemarle County do hereby agree to the 

following policy statement, and will recognize and enforce it as official 

Albemarle County governing policy: 

• That planning involves and affects regulation of private property rights 

and it is a legitimate function of duly elected government  

• That individual property ownership constitutes an asset of unique 

value, and is the foundation of individual liberty for American citizens. 

• That the Albemarle Board of Supervisors voted unanimously 

September 12, 2012 to support the Virginia Eminent Domain 

constitutional amendment protecting private property rights 

• That approximately 75% of the citizens of the Commonwealth of 

Virginia have voted to ratify a Virginia State constitutional amendment 

restricting the use of Eminent Domain by State agencies 

Recognizing that unique value, the governing bodies of Albemarle County 

listed above agree that all citizens’ private property rights shall be placed in 

the highest priority of consideration during the planning and zoning 

process. In the event that any part of the planning and zoning process or 

recommendations resulting from the process shall potentially negatively 

impact any property rights, property owners, or the value of their private 

property, those affected property owners shall: 

a) Be provided full timely disclosure notifying the property owner or owners 

of the potential that their private property rights may in some way be 

infringed upon or the value of their private property may be thereby 

affected, and 

b) Be provided full disclosure, outlining the rights to be infringed upon, and 

 



-2- 

c) Be provided an opportunity to opt-out of any rights’ infringing regulation 

or policy. 

In the event that a scientifically-based and scientifically defensible   

assessment from an agreed-upon, neutral expert review process finds that 

there is an overriding demonstrable need to protect environmental  or other 

critical natural resources,  and all reasonable alternate remedial actions 

have been exhausted by the legal parties involved,  any zoning changes 

shall be minimal to achieve the specific conservation or agency  goals, and 

the affected private property owner shall be fully compensated in a 

monetary amount equal to the fractional  fair market loss of the original 

value of his property as a result of such zoning  or other related restrictions 

on the fair legal use of his property. 

Further, affected property owners shall be notified of the potential 

impairment to their private property rights and potential financial impact and 

their individual written approval required before engaging in any of the 

following: 

a) Reconfiguration of zoning that intensifies or in any way adds restrictions 

to existing rights, 

b) Implementation of conservations easements or  involuntary Trading of 

Development Rights, 

The acceptance of grant money by the above named government entities 

or their assigned planners, whether from non-profit organizations, 

governmental or private funding sources shall be made public 

It is agreed that no government representatives or their assigned planning 

agents, will come on to private property without the prior timely notification 

and subsequent written consent of the owner, if so requested.  

Signed/Passed: Albemarle County Board of Supervisors 

 


