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The GOP just can’t shoot straight 

Editor, Times-Dispatch: 

Jimmy Breslin wrote “The Gang That Couldn’t Shoot Straight” in 1969 as a 

comedy relating the failures of basic criminal talents of a fictionalized, Mafia-

extended family. 

The recent actions of Republican leaders and some Republicans in acquiescing 

to presidential and Democratic Party legislation under the charade of 

compromise is no comedy. It is a failure of basic legislative negotiating talents, 

and a failure of leadership to uphold basic Republican values under political 

pressure. It is a failure to see the set-up for eventual defeat when the Budget 

Control Act of 2011 “fiscal cliff” legislation was agreed to and signed in to law in 

August 2011. It is a failure to understand that that solution to the U.S. debt ceiling 

crisis of 2011 will be replayed in 2013 when the debt ceiling is again approached. 

It is a failure to anticipate and ward off the guaranteed barrage of negative media 

outcries against Republican attempts to cripple the U.S. economy with heartless 

cuts to embedded social goodies if Republicans refuse to raise the debt ceiling 

yet another time. 

Republican leadership claims that future budget requests will be met with an eye 

to reducing the national debt ring as hollow as State Department threats to Iran. 

What will be the Republican game-plan when the president announces that the 

tax-take from the January 2013 “compromise” is grossly inadequate to meet his 

spending needs? Where are the meaningful spending cuts? For example, the 

job-destroying, commercial wind-turbine subsidies live on, extending a 

“temporary” 20-year run of making energy less affordable. 

The “Republican Gang That Couldn’t Legislate Republican Values” is a tragedy of 

failures being written in real time; the ending does not look good for the old gang. 

Charles Battig. Charlottesville. 
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