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In “Kaine, Dominion tout energy-saving project,” a June 17, 2009, Daily Progress said: 

“The Charlottesville area has become the testing grounds for a new conservation tool to 

help residents and businesses consume less energy. The project by Dominion Virginia 

Power, called SmartGrid Charlottesville, will install thousands of high-tech energy 

meters for free on homes and businesses, which supporters predict will make electric 

service more efficient and ultimately cut energy bills.” 

 

A number of state and local officials, including then-Gov. Tim Kaine, were on hand. 

 

The words “testing grounds” were more prophetic than anticipated.   

  

In the intervening years, much public resistance to these smart meters has arisen, 

nationwide and worldwide, as health, privacy and safety concerns have surfaced. States 

from Maine to California have bowed to public pressure, and now offer various forms of 

opt-out programs. Utility consumers can demand that these two-way-radio meter devices 

be replaced by a “non-communicating”  meter, which would be read once a month. 

Smart meters, also known as advanced metering interface devices, have the capability to 

record and transmit moment-to-moment electric energy usage.   These data can in turn be 

used to deduce a variety of private home activities. 

 

The continuous radio energy emanations have been linked to health problems known 

collectively as “electro-hypersensitivity.” Insomnia, tinnitus, skin rashes, vertigo and 

headaches are some of the complaints. 

  

The meter broadcasts at mobile phone frequencies. Although the signal is weak, it 

contains a variety of high energy spikes, which some biologists claim are more harmful 

than expected to cellular functioning. 
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The Virginia State Corporation Commission accepted Dominion’s assurance of lack of 

health concerns. 

 

Yes, the meters were “free,” but they were installed without the consent of homeowners, 

even over their objections. The rollout was a rollover of private property rights by a 

commercial entity. 

 

Bowing to increasing public concerns, Dominion recently announced an opt-out 

provision for customers who wish to have their smart meter replaced with a non-

communicating meter.  

 

Call Dominion at 1-866-566-6436 or visit 

https://www.dom.com/about/conservation/pdf/meter-option-requirements.pdf. 

Reject your guinea pig status. 

  

Charles Battig 

Albemarle County 
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