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“The Hunger Games: Catching Fire”• is a box-office hit. The movie continues the inspirational saga of individual 

courage in the face of centralized authoritarianism and cult-media exploitation of a subjugated populous. 

Both the movies and the original books of the trilogy have an avid audience amongst the youth; something in this tale 

speaks to their sensibilities and their yearning for a hero to follow. Perhaps they recognize the hypocrisy in the real 

world around them, which abounds in movie-personality worship, sport-event analogues of the ancient Roman 

Coliseum arena, and central-government propaganda masquerading as fact. At their youthful age perhaps they 

already sense the shallowness in a life dominated by these substitutes for inner virtue, self-sacrifice, and unpoliticized 

learning. 

On Dec. 5, Charlottesville Tomorrow reported that “Albemarle County Public Schools is conserving energy and 

teaching students green lessons”� and that “Crozet and Meriwether Lewis elementary schools, and Jack Jouett and 

Sutherland middle schools have developed composting programs…[and] kept more than 126 tons of food from 

landfills and reduced their carbon dioxide emissions by nearly 900 metric tons.” 

Do “Hunger Games”• fans of any age see irony in the boast that 126 tons of food was not consumed as food, but at 

least made it to the compost pile, thereby earning “environmental honor”? 

District 12 in the “Hunger Games”• book is located in the coal-rich region that was formerly known as Appalachia. 

Rather than our schools so boastfully wasting food, why not garner some real honor and send it, or its dollar 

equivalent, to current-day Appalachia? 

The fictional Panem of “Hunger Games”• is mirrored by the current educational system in which our school children 

are indoctrinated with “green environmentalism”• and a morbid preoccupation with meaningless carbon dioxide 

emissions. Nevertheless, these children are unwilling participants in “Climate Games.”• 

Charles Battig 

Albemarle County 
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