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Cary, North Carolina Parallels 
Albemarle County 

Imagine Cary is a “visioning” process which 

uses well established group consensus 
techniques to lead all discussions toward a 
predetermined “Sustainable Development” or 
“Smart Growth” master plan. 

(Albemarle County   has its TJPDC “Livability 
Project” which followed a similar format)   



Sound Familiar? 
http://downtowncary.org/imagine_cary/ 

“Sustainable Development is built on the false premise that 
our lifestyles, homes, business and transportation, all 
contribute to: global warming, social and economic inequity, 
health problems, water shortages, land misuse, and 
environmental damage. 
Sustainable Development plans “correct” these problems 
with centrally controlled, limited development, high density 
housing, walkability, and mass transit. Visioning 
processes…establish the primary role of local government as 
environmental stewardship and social equity/diversity, and 
providing the economic controls needed to achieve these 
goals, including increased taxes, public private partnerships, 
tax incentives, regulatory penalties, and government 
subsidies.” 

 
 



Gary Lawrence,  advisor to Clinton’s President’s 
Council on Sustainable Development 

(1998)…“Lipstick on a Pig” Trick 

“Participating in a UN advocated planning process 
would very likely bring out many…who fear ‘one-
world government’ and a UN invasion of the United 
States through which our individual freedom would 
be stripped away…by undertaking LA21. 

“So, we call our processes something else, such as 
comprehensive planning, growth management or 
smart growth.” 

Presented by J. Gary Lawrence at a UNED-UK/LGMB Seminar  London, England on 29 June, 1998 



Journal Of American Planning Association: 
“Growing Cities Sustainably” (May 2012) 

 APA paper documents  failure of the sustainability/smart 
growth  promises and dogma: 

 “The current planning policy strategies for land use and 
transport have virtually no impact on the major long-term 
increases in resource and energy consumption…Smart 
growth principles should not unquestioningly promote 
increasing  levels of compaction on the basis of reducing 
energy consumption without considering…negative 
consequences…In many cases…less housing choice, 
crowding, and congestion”  and more expensive housing. 

    



University of California Energy and Resources 
Group  Evaluates Compact Growth(2014)* 

“ ‘Smart growth’ projects across the country aim 
to jam people into high-density housing near 
mass transit systems. 

Proponents think this will make people abandon 
their automobiles, reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

But new research shows ‘stack-and-pack’ 
housing is an ineffective way to reduce carbon 
dioxide levels.” 

*IBD Editorials:  Crushing People Into Tight Housing Won't Cut CO2 Levels 
By LAWRENCE J. MCQUILLAN Posted 02/26/2014 



UC Study Concludes: 

Stack-and-pack living is a blueprint for misery in 
urban America  

Few people would want to live in such 
conditions  

Yet this is exactly the vision that smart growth 
advocates and their political allies are pushing 

Albemarle County residents in fact  voted for 
fewer regulations and choose to live in the rural 
area (TJPDC Livability Project report 2012) 



Albemarle County “5% Urban/Development 
Area” Population Goal =550,000? 

UC study: “They calculated ‘household 
carbon footprints’ for more than 31,000 
U.S. ZIP codes (of approximately 43,000 
total) in all 50 states and found that a ‘10-
fold increase in population density in 
central cities yields only a 25% reduction 
in greenhouse gas emissions.’” 



Albemarle County Planners and Smart Growth  Ideal 
Represented by a Medieval Walled Town 

Breisach,  France Wikipedia 



Thomas Jefferson’s Opinion  
On 

“Compact/Smart Cities”  
 

“When we get piled upon one 
another in large cities, as in Europe, 

we shall become as corrupt as 
Europe.” 

 
 

 


