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A Times-Dispatch news story says the EPA is “cutting carbon emissions 30 
percent from 2005 levels by 2030.” The article calls this historic. I say it’s 
hysterical. Anthropogenic CO2 climate change impacts compared to natural CO2 
sources remains unknown. Anthropogenic CO2 comprises about 0.11 percent of 
the greenhouse effect. EPA estimates these policies will prevent an insignificant 
0.018 C warming by 2100. 

A U.Va. professor claims that “climate change (is) the most profound 
environmental problem ever,” without defining “climate change.” Climate is not 
static. What is a normal climate? Legal sound-bites are not scientific fact. 

Official global temperature-recording organizations report 18 years of no global 
warming, although atmospheric CO2 increased 10 percent. This invalidates a 
major premise of climate alarmists: the assumed link between significant climate 
change and man-made carbon dioxide. 

What climate change? Sea-level rise continues at 7 to 8 inches per century. 
Norfolk sinks because of its geological origins. 

The U.S. 2013 tornado count was the lowest since 2000. The wildfire count was 
the lowest in 10 years; the acreage was the second lowest level. The U.S. 2013 
extreme heat was down. The number of 100 degree days was perhaps the 
lowest in 100 years. 

The last major hurricane strike was Wilma in 2005. (Sandy was a “super-storm.”) 

Chris Llewellyn, a physician and clean air activist, claims “extreme heat is the 
leading cause of weather related deaths.” The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reports that, on average, twice as many people die from excessive 
cold than excessive heat. 

These regulations will not reduce real air pollutants. The EPA reported that from 
1980 to 2012 emissions of the six principal air pollutants dropped 67 percent. 
CO2 has no direct impact on asthma or heart attacks. 

CO2 is no pollutant; it is vital to our very existence. 

Charles Battig, Albemarle. 


