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Poor pay more for renewable energy 
Editor, Times-Dispatch: 
In her letter, “Encourage Dominion’s green efforts,” Megan Davis expresses “pleasure. . . 

that Dominion is exploring the possibility of clean energy. . . with its new solar project, 

which will provide 800 kilowatts of energy.” This is an error — energy is measured in 

kilowatt-hours, not kilowatts; customers pay for energy used in kilowatt-hours not power 

(kilowatts). 

Davis commits another error in claiming that burning natural gas results in “emitting 

carbon and other greenhouse gases.” Carbon is not a greenhouse gas. Was carbon 

dioxide the intended gas of Davis’ wrath? Then rejoice: “Fracking in the U.S. has led to a 

greater reduction in carbon emissions than all the wind turbines and solar panels across 

the entire globe put together.” (Council of Europe, Chris Faulkner, Breitling Energy 

Corporation.) 

Davis overlooks the fact that “clean energy” (presumably solar and wind) has societal 

costs in addition to its unreliability. Electric bills go up to pay for renewable energy 

subsidies. Poor and economically disadvantaged customers pay disproportionally more for 

less energy thanks to the Virginia State Corporation Commission granting Dominion’s 

requests for rate increases to pay for renewable energy rebate programs. The poor are 

made to subsidize tax write-offs and subsidies for the solar panels of affluent 

homeowners, who then brag of “free electricity.” Renewables are unreliable 24/7 sources, 

so conventional fossil fuel power-plants must remain online. 



Scientific records document no increase in global temperatures in the past 17 years, even 

as atmospheric carbon dioxide rose 10 percent. Man-made carbon dioxide is not driving 

global temperatures. The carbon footprint scam stomps on millions of birds each year, 

incinerating them at solar power-plants and mincing them in wind turbines — even the 

Sierra Club has begun to notice. 

Charles Battig.  
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