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Lovable Lobbyists For EPA’s Clean Power Plan 
EPA Health Claims Taken To Heart 

www.momscleanairforce.org/play-in-2/ 



Psychological Tools of the 
Alarmists 

“Chemo-numerophobia” by the public 

Appeal to intuitive facts vs. actual facts 

Linear no-threshold (LNT) policy neglects 
“the dose makes the poison” dictum… 
(Paracelsus) 

Precautionary Principle paralysis…one can 
never be certain enough to be safe enough 

 

 



Asthma Up Even As EPA Reports Significant 
Decreases in the Six Major Air Pollutants  

 “…the number of reported cases of asthma in children 
has been rising. In 2010, there were 7 million children 
with asthma, 9.4% of Americans under 18, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, up from 
6.5 million, or 8.9%, in 2005.”* 

 “Between 1980 and 2013…total emissions of the six 
principal air pollutants (Clean Air Act) dropped by 62 per 
cent: carbon monoxide (CO), ozone (O3), lead (Pb), 
nitrogen dioxide (NO2), particulate matter (PM), and 
sulfur dioxide (SO2)  

       http://www.epa.gov/airtrends/index.html 

*http://www.fda.gov/forconsumers/consumerupdates/ucm306476.htm 



EPA’s Disease: PM2.5 “Designer 
Disease-Syndrome” 

 No plausible pathophysiologic mechanism 

No standardized definition of inciting agent 
other than particle size 

Chemical composition not standardized, and is 
geographical-site-variable 

Claimed toxic effects based on data torturing 
at noise-level associations (RRs 1.2 vs 2.0 
standard)  to harvest desired conclusions 



EPA’s Definition of PM2.5 
Size Is All That Matters 

 Term for particles found in the air, including dust, dirt, soot, 
smoke, and liquid droplets 

 
 Many manmade and natural sources emit PM directly or emit 

other pollutants that react in the atmosphere to form PM 
 

 Particles less than 2.5 micrometers in diameter (PM2.5) are 
referred to as "fine" particles and are believed to pose the 
greatest health risks.  
 

 Because of their small size (approximately 1/30th the average 
width of a human hair), fine particles can lodge deeply into 
the lungs. 

 
 
       http://www.epa.gov/pmdesignations/faq.htm#0 



EPA PM2.5 Health Claims 

Any inhalation of PM2.5 can cause death 

Death from PM2.5 may occur within hours of 
inhalation in “sudden death” 

Long-term (years or decades) exposure to 
PM2.5 can cause premature death 

“If we could reduce particulate matter to 
healthy levels, it would have the same impact 
as finding a cure for cancer in our country”…L. 
Jackson testimony https://www.congress.gov/congressional-

record/2011/9/22/house-section/article/h6376-2 



EPA Funds Human PM2.5  Testing Seeking To 
Validate Its Claims Of Deadly Health Impacts 

 “Epidemiological studies do not generally provide direct 
evidence of causation; instead they indicate the existence or 
absence of a statistical relationship” 

 “Large population studies cannot assess the biological 
mechanisms that could explain how inhaling ambient air 
pollution particles can cause illness or death in susceptible 
individuals” 

 “They are told that everyone is exposed to PM in daily life and 
that exposure has been associated with increased illness and 
death” 

 “EPA has conducted 297 controlled human exposures to PM 
with only one clinically significant event, in which the study 
participant experienced no harm or injury” 
 

https://junksciencecom.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/epa-memo-in-opp-to-tro-
062614-copy.pdf 



EPA Arbitrary PM2.5 Standards Target Outdoor 
Ambient Air 

 “The chemical composition of particles depends on location, time 
of year, and weather.” 
 

 “EPA issued the fine particle standards in 1997…as a level of 15 
micrograms per cubic meter (µg/m3), based on the 3-year average 
of annual mean PM2.5 concentrations. 
 

  The 1997 24-hour standard was established as a level of 65 µg/m3, 
determined by the 3-year average of the annual 98th percentile 
concentrations.  
 

 On September 21, 2006, EPA strengthened the 24-hour fine particle 
standard from the 1997 level of 65 µg/m3 to 35µg/m3, and 
retained the annual fine particle standard at 15µg/m3…”  

http://www.epa.gov/airquality/particlepollution/designations/basicinfo.htm 



“Of Mice and Men” 
 Animal toxicology and tumorigenesis studies done at 

extreme exposures do not prove human toxicity  

 Human testing  studies fail to prove reliable toxicity 
response even from high exposure levels 

 Computer data dredged by looking for PM2.5 death 
certificate associations is not proof of causation 

 Computer associations claiming cause and effect lack 
plausible pathogenesis 

 Human testing done looking to project individual 
pathophysiological responses to population-wide 
application from select small test populations fulfills 
precautionary principle dogma…never safe enough 



University North Carolina 2010 Grant 
Application Factoids 

“The EPA has been conducting controlled human 
exposure studies to air  pollutants on the UNC 
campus for more than 30 years. During that time 
more than 6,000 volunteers have been studied 
without a single serious adverse event being 
observed…” 

“Human exposure studies done elsewhere  have 
exposed volunteers for several years to ultrafine 
carbon particle concentrations of 10 million 
particles/cc and have not reported any clinically 
relevant changes.” 

https://junksciencecom.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/epa-irb-app-6000-volunteers.pdf 



EPA PM2.5 Mortality Claims 

Estimated adjusted rate ratios for total mortality and PM2.5 levels in the 
Six Cities Study by period. P = Portage, WI; T = Topeka, KS; W = 
Watertown, MA; L = St. Louis, MO; H = Harriman, TN; S = Steubenville, OH. 
Period 1 = 1974–1989; Period 2 = 1990–1998 



H.R.1030 - Secret Science Reform Act of 2015 Rep. 
Smith, Lamar [R-TX-21] (Introduced 02/24/2015)  

House - Science, Space, and Technology | Senate - 
Environment and Public Works  

 

Prompted by inability of independent 
researchers to access original clinical data such 

as contained in the Harvard Six Cities study. 

 



Observational Correlation Without A 
Supporting Pathophysiologic Hypothesis Or 

Clinical Evidence 
 

“Epidemiologic studies…The multicity studies 
evaluated found consistent, precise positive 
associations between short-term exposure to 
PM2.5 and cardiovascular mortality ranging 
from 0.47 to 0.85% at mean 24-h avg. PM2.5 
concentrations above 13 μg/m3…at short lags 
(0-1 days)… 

 
U.S. EPA. Integrated Science Assessment for Particulate Matter (Final Report). U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Washington, DC, EPA/600/R-08/139F, 2009.  
 



Federal Data For Cigarette Smoke  And 
PM2.5 Formation 

 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6146a4.ht
m 

Harvard Data 



Real-World, PM2.5 Test Sites (EPA 35µg/m3) 
Where Are The Paramedics, Excess Deaths? 

Airport Enclosed Smoking Lounge 
10,000µg PM2.5 (inhaled cigarette) 

Life expectancy in Shanghai 82.47 years; 

 PM2.5 level exceeded 600µg/m3 

http://anotherarchitect.tumblr.com/post/18348188702/
the-smoking-room-it-s-been-couple-of-years 

http://www.shanghaidaily.com/Metro/society/Life-expectancy-figure-
continues-to-rise-in-city/shdaily.shtml 



What Is Carbon Pollution? 
An open-ended, political propaganda term 

without  any valid  medical connotation? 

A non-scientific, sound-bite  pejorative? 

EPA definition: carbon dioxide,  methane, 
nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, 
perfluorocarbons and sulfur hexafluoride  are a 
defined single class for regulatory purposes as 
greenhouse gases…therefore (manmade?) 
carbon dioxide is a pollutant  solely by EPA 
definition. 

 

 

 



EPA Construct:  Carbon + Pollution 
Result = New Disease Vector 

 “GHG emissions from fossil fuel-fired power plants, 
specifically emissions of CO2…are the nation's largest 
sources of carbon pollution.” (Standards of 
Performance for Greenhouse Gas Emissions From 
New Stationary Sources: Electric Utility Generating 
Units) 
 

 “Greenhouse gas (GHG) pollution [3]  threatens the 
American public's health and welfare by contributing 
to long-lasting changes in our climate that can have a 
range of negative effects on human health and the 
environment.” 
 
 

         
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Proposed Rule by the Environmental Protection Agency on 01/08/2014 
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2014/01/08/2013-28668/standards-of-performance-for-greenhouse-gas-             
emissions-from-new-stationary-sources-electric-utility#h-14 
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EPA’s Clean Power Plan Proposal 
 

“June 2014, EPA proposed the Clean Power Plan 
to cut carbon pollution 30 percent from the 
power sector by 2030, while maintaining an 
affordable, reliable energy system. Actions to 
reduce carbon pollution under the proposed 
plan also would reduce emissions of ozone- and 
particle-forming pollutants by about 25 percent 
in 2030…” 

http://www.epa.gov/groundlevelozone/pdfs/20141125fs-overview.pdf 



Carbon Dioxide “Facts Of Life” 

Our lungs operate in a 40,000 ppm 
environment, at each breath 

Current atmospheric carbon dioxide levels are 
about 400ppm 

Atmospheric carbon dioxide is an essential 
plant food 

Plants provide us with essential oxygen 



  
Governmental Scare Stories 

Refuted By Historical Climate Facts 
 EPA CLAIMS  

Unchecked carbon pollution leads to long-lasting changes in our climate: 

 Rising global temperatures 

 Rising sea level 

 Changes in weather and precipitation patterns 

 Changes in ecosystems, habitats and species diversity 

Public health risks: 

 More heat waves and drought 

 Worsening smog (also called ground-level ozone pollution) 

 Increasing the intensity of extreme events, like hurricanes, extreme 
precipitation and flooding 

 Increasing the range of ticks and mosquitoes, which can spread disease 
such as Lyme disease and West Nile virus 

 

 
 

 

http://www2.epa.gov/carbon-pollution-standards/learn-about-carbon-pollution-power-plants#CAP 



Lancet May 2015: Cold Weather 
Kills 20 times As Many People As 

Hot Weather   

More temperature-attributable deaths were 
caused by cold (7·29%, 7·02–7·49) than by 

heat (0·42%, 0·39–0·44) 

mildly sub-optimal temperatures accounted 
for around 7% of all deaths -- with most 

(6.66% of all deaths) related to moderate cold. 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(14)62114-0/abstract 



An 18+ Year Carbon Dioxide/Global 
Temperature/Catastrophe  Correlation Disconnect 

 

CO2 up 10 per cent 

http://www.climatedepot.com/2013/12/18/no-global-warming-for-17-years-3-months-a-monckton-analysis/ 



Proposed EPA Primary (health) 
Standard 

 

“EPA’s task is to set standards that are ‘requisite’ 
neither more nor less stringent than necessary 
to accomplish this. The law does not require EPA 
to set primary standards at a zero-risk level.” 

 

http://www.epa.gov/groundlevelozone/pdfs/20141125fs-overview.pdf 



The Ambient Air Will Never Be Clean 
Enough For The EPA…Sounds Like Zero 

Risk Policy 

“The best scientific evidence, confirmed by 
independent, Congressionally-mandated expert 
panels, is that there is no threshold level of fine 

particle pollution below which health risk 
reductions are not achieved by reduced 

exposure.”…Gina McCarthy  EPA Assistant 
Administrator (2012) 

https://epahumantesting.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/2-3-12-epa-letter-to-upton-
re-pm-benefits.pdf 



EPA Ozone Standard: Protect Public 
Health  

“EPA’s proposal finds that the current level of 
the standard – 75 ppb – is not adequate to 
protect public health…EPA staff experts and the 
agency’s independent science advisors, the 
Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC), 
concluded that scientific evidence supports a 
standard within a range of 60 to 70 ppb.” 

http://www.epa.gov/groundlevelozone/pdfs/20141125fs-overview.pdf 



EPA Ozone Standard: Protect Public 
Welfare  

“The Clean Air Act also requires that EPA set 
standards to protect the public welfare. EPA’s 
proposal would strengthen the secondary standard, 
also currently set at 75 ppb, to improve protection 
for trees, plants and ecosystems. 

New studies since the last review of the standards 
add to evidence showing that repeated exposure to 
ozone reduces growth and has other harmful 
effects on plants and trees…” 

http://www.epa.gov/groundlevelozone/pdfs/20141125fs-overview.pdf 



EPA Report: Regulatory Impact Analysis of the Proposed 
Revisions to the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for 

Ground-Level Ozone (November 2014)…575 pages 

Table ES-11. Summary of Total Number of Annual Ozone and PM-
Related Premature Mortalities and Premature Morbidity: Post-2025a 
Proposed Alternative Standard Levels (Nationwide benefits of 
attainment in California) page ES-17 
 Short-term exposure-related premature deaths avoided 

 (all ages) (Ozone – 2 studies)   70 ppb   65 ppb   60 ppb   

    65 to 110   140 to 230  210 to 350 
  

Long-term exposure-related premature deaths 

avoided (age 30+) (PM – 2 studies)  O3: 260   O3: 560   O3: 840   

 

 

 

 

http://www.epa.gov/air/ozonepollution/pdfs/20141125ria.pdf 



“US power plant carbon standards and clean air  
and health co-benefits”  Nature Climate Change 

May 4, 2015 
 

“As an abundant greenhouse gas, CO2 is a major 
contributor to climate change” 

Article’s authors and the dollar amounts of EPA grants with 
which they are associated as principal investigators: 

 
Charles T. Driscoll: $3,654,608                 Dallas Burtraw: $1,991,346 

Stephen B. Reid: 0          Jonathan J. Buonocore: $9,588 

Jonathan I. Levy: $9,514,391                    Habibollah Fakhaei: 0 

Kathleen F. Lambert: 0          Joel Schwartz: $31,176,575 

  

 

 

 

http://junkscience.com/2015/05/05/media-beats-up-willie-soon-but-turns-a-blind-eye-to-epa-
funded-researchers-shilling-for-epas-biggest-rule/ 



When Scientific Data Fail… 
Invoke Emotional Arguments 

“Madam Chairman, thank you for inviting me to testify about 
EPA’s ongoing efforts to protect our health by reducing the air 
pollution that affects millions of Americans. I know this subject 
very personally because my son is one of the more than 25 
million Americans battling asthma.” (Administrator Lisa P. Jackson, 

Testimony Before the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public 

Works : 06/15/2011) 

“President Obama on Wednesday (April 8, 2015) cited his 
daughter Malia’s childhood asthma as an example of the harmful 
effects of climate change.” 

(http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/obama-cites-malia-asthma-climate-

change-harm-article-1.2178556) 



Clinical Asthma 
 The exact causes of asthma (reactive airway disease) variants are 

not known, but medical evidence is that they are triggered  
primarily by patient-specific, allergen proteins 

 Reactive airway disease can be the result of infections, cold, 
exercise, anxiety, and irritants 

 Asthma tends to run in families in a manifestation of atopy  

 Asthma is not curable but airway symptoms are treatable  

  Indoor air quality with exposure to allergens is a prime concern as 
about 90 per cent of time is spent indoors 

 EPA regulations target outdoor air quality although ozone is not an 
allergen, and EPA emission controls do not impact allergen load 

  Actual clinical studies do not support asthma-PM2.5/ozone link 



Some Asthma Triggers 
 Season and climate changes 
 High levels of air pollutants 

 Tobacco smoke 
 Mold 

 Mites, roaches 
 Plant pollen 
 Pet dander 

 Strong scents, like perfumes 
 Family history of asthma 

 Multiple episodes of wheezing before age 2 
 Living in crowded housing 

 A family member who smokes 
 Obesity 

 Early development of allergies or eczema  
 

http://www.fda.gov/forconsumers/consumerupdates/ucm306476.htm 



Correlation Proffered As Medical Research 
Setting The  “Bar Of Proof” At Ground Level   

“Trends in the incidence of childhood asthma 
worldwide have paralleled the sharp increase in 
carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions... The prevalence of 
asthma in the United States has quadrupled over 
the last 20 years in part due to climate-related 
factors... 

This observation was linked to the global rise in CO2 
emissions, which in turn affects respiratory 
exposure to a variety of atmospheric pollens, mold, 
and fungi…Journal of Asthma and Allergy October 
7, 2011” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dovepress.com/getfile.php?fileID=11152 Dove Medical Press 

https://www.dovepress.com/getfile.php?fileID=11152


Another Concern For Your 
Anesthesiologist 

Your medical status and nature of surgical 
procedure 

Blood pressure  
Diabetes 
Co-existing disease and medications 
Age, weight, body build 

And now from Yale: 

The impact of anesthetic agent on climate 
change 

 
 http://wattsupwiththat.com/2015/04/09/reply-to-anesthetic-gases-raise-earths-

temperature-a-little-while-you-sleep/ 


